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Do I need to speak Malayalam?
No, it is not necessary to speak Malayalam.  Many community members and the Profugo team speak English.  However, field fellows find it valuable to learn basic Malayalam words and sayings during their experience because it helps them integrate into the community.  
What type of individual are we looking for?
At Profugo, we pride ourselves on being able to include anyone that wants to get involved with international development.  We value certain qualities that we think are essential for the Profugo field fellow program.  Specifically, we look for candidates that have strong leadership potential, work well in team environments, and can adapt to new and challenging situations.  
What types of projects will I be working on?
We believe it is essential to match interests and skill sets of field fellows with the needs of our organization.  In general, field fellows support one of our existing projects (read more here) or sometimes start their own project or program.  
Does Profugo provide funding for field fellows?
Yes.  Profugo will cover a modest stipend towards room, board, and other expenses.
Does Profugo provide housing?
Yes.  Profugo provides housing at several locations that are within commuting distance of our Center of Development.  Moving forward, we have plans to expand our facilities to provide additional housing for Profugo field fellows and other international volunteers. 
Is it possible to talk to previous Profugo Field Fellows?
Absolutely.  We not only encourage it, but we believe it is necessary for candidates to talk to previous field fellows about their experience in India.  Candidates will have a chance to talk to field fellows during the interview process and, if selected, during the training period before their departure.  
Will I receive training before I go?
Yes.  Field fellows will receive a pre-departure orientation packet that covers everything they need to do to prepare for their fellowship.  A one week in-person orientation and training is conducted at Profugo’s main office in Ardmore, PA prior to departure.  If this is not possible due to the field fellow’s location, this will be conducted remotely, to ensure that all candidates are properly prepared for their field service.
How does this fellowship differ from the Peace Corps?
There are many ways in which the Profugo field fellow program differs from the Peace Corps.  First, the Peace Corps does not send individuals to India which we believe is a one of a kind experience.  Second, we offer field fellows a lot of flexibility when it comes to their time commitment rather than the two year commitment with the Peace Corps.  We are flexible with this aspect of the fellowship because we understand field fellows have other career opportunities (such as grad school) and we want to be accommodating to those needs.   And finally, when an individual becomes a Profugo field fellow, they really become part of the community in Prashanthagiri.  The field fellow will form life-long relationships with other community members.  They will receive mentoring and support by the Profugo field team.  They will surround themselves with like-minded individuals and other field fellows who are experiencing a similar journey.  We believe the field fellow program is different than any other experience because when you become a field fellow, you become a part of the Profugo family.  
Have more questions?
We would love to hear from you.  Email us at info@profugo.org

